
 

Midlands Biophysics Network Meeting 

Conference Aston, Aston University 

Friday 11th September 2026 

Please sign up via this link 

Time Title 

9.00 Coffee – MBA Lounge 

9.25 Welcome: Alan Goddard, Aston University and AIME 

Keynote (Chair: Prof. Alan Goddard) 

9.30 

 

Sandro Keller, University of Graz 

Next-Generation Native Nanodiscs: From Polymers to Small-Molecule Amphiphiles 

Session 1 (Chair: Dr. Emma Hesketh) 
10.10 Marion Limo, University of Nottingham 

Midlands Innovation Biophysics Network Capabilities Platform 

10.20 Tim Knowles, University of Birmingham 

Developing A Planar Double-Bilayer Model for Studying Gram-Negative Trans-
Envelope Transport Processes 

10.45 Bridget Tang, Aston University 

Structure and stability of styrene-maleic acid lipid particles 

11.10 Coffee and Posters – MBA Lounge 

Session 2 (Chair: Dr Manish Singh Kushwah) 
11.40 Helen O’Hare, University of Leicester 

Amino acid-sensing and signal transduction by a conserved membrane protein 
complex in Mycobacterium tuberculosis and industrial Actinobacteria 

12.05 Radu Boitor, University of Nottingham 

Intra-operative detection of residual tumour by Raman spectroscopy during cancer 
surgery 

12.30 Elisabetta Verderio Edwards, Nottingham Trent University 

Can urinary extracellular vesicle zeta potential predict diabetic kidney disease? 

12.55 Biochemical Society 

Sponsor talk 

13.00 Lunch, Posters and Networking – MBA Lounge 

Group photo at 14.00 

Session 3 (Chair: Dr Rebecca Jones) 
14.20 Ivana Milic, Aston University 

Aston Mass Spectrometry Facility 

14.30 Annette Shrive, Keele University 

Structural insight into pathogen recognition by innate immune proteins 

14.55 Paolo Passaretti, University of Birmingham 

Cryo-EM of Native DNA Replication Machines Isolated from Cell-Free Egg Extracts 

15.20 Marijana Dragosavac, Loughborough University 

Bio-Based Micro/Nano Capsules: From Food-Grade Coacervates to Advanced 
Delivery Systems for Cells and Bioactive Transport 

15.45 Seamus Holden, University of Warwick 

Investigating the mechanisms of bacterial cell wall remodelling with single molecule 
biophysics 

16.10 Poster prizes, closing remarks and next year 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DJWFoCVM1USUWrhS-kSiIdvbSyjBeaNCiVuQrLEgISdUQklWVEY1WERQTFVPQVlWSklYOEVXUUVHTC4u

